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DESCRIPTION 

 

Pharmacovigilance is described as the processes involved in the 

identification, evaluation, comprehension, and prevention of adverse 

effects or any other issues relating to medicines. No medicine is fully safe, 

and all drugs have the potential to have side effects. Dermatologists are 

particularly concerned about the safety of medicine because the majority 

of justifications for treatment include chronic, frequently non-life-

threatening disorders that call for years of medical treatment. Despite the 

fact that skin conditions can cause significant morbidity, doctors, 

regulatory bodies, and society in general is less risk tolerant when treating 

skin conditions. 

The research and practises involved in the identification, evaluation, 

comprehension, and mitigation of adverse effects and other drug-related 

safety issues are referred to as pharmacovigilance. To prevent harm from 

adverse reactions in humans that result from the use of health products 

inside or outside the parameters of marketing authorization and in relation 

to these health products' life cycles, is one of the fundamental goals of 

pharmacovigilance, which is related to this general definition. 

 

Thus, the primary objective of pharmacovigilance is to encourage the safe and effective use of medical products, 

particularly by promptly informing patients, healthcare professionals, and the general public about the safety of 

medical products. Therefore, pharmacovigilance is an activity that helps to safeguard patients and preserve public 

health. 

Medication errors, a lack of efficacy reports, off-label usage, acute and chronic poisoning, estimation of drug-

related mortality, abuse and misuse of health products, and unfavorable interactions between medicines and other 

substances and drugs are just a few of the many other issues that are relevant to pharmacovigilance-related 

activities. Clinical, epidemiological, experimental (to replicate a negative impact in animals to better understand the 

mechanism involved for human protection), or diagnostic approaches can all be used in pharmacovigilance. 
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Pharmacovigilance's ultimate objective is to appropriately assess and maximize a health product's benefit/risk ratio 

over the course of its entire life cycle. 

Pharmacovigilance is primarily focused on the qualitative and quantitative analysis of reports of spontaneous 

adverse drug reactions, with a clinical evaluation or judgment regarding the impact on the overall safety profile of 

the drug. It is especially helpful in situations where there are few exposure data available prior to marketing, such 

as when identifying potential safety signals of a rare adverse event or in orphan disease settings. 

Pharmacovigilance's goal is to improve patient care and patient safety in connection to the use of medications in 

accordance with a medical product's life cycle. Additionally, pharmacovigilance can assist public health initiatives by 

providing continuous data throughout a product's life cycle, enabling an accurate, dependable, and fair assessment 

of the product's risk-benefit ratio as more and more information becomes available as a result of the product's use 

on the market. All around the world, healthcare systems incorporate pharmacovigilance. The WHO oversees 

pharmacovigilance activities and offers technical assistance for ADR reporting. Despite the robust 

pharmacovigilance systems in many nations, the true rate of adverse drug reactions is substantially higher than 

what is reported. A significant issue is the quality of reports as well as the underreporting of ADRs. 

Pharmacovigilance's primary goals include the safe use of medications, patient safety, and, in the end, protecting 

the public's health. National regulators and international institutions should encourage patients, healthcare 

workers, and the general public to report more ADRs in order to accomplish this goal. 


