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DESCRIPTION 

 

Ethology is the scientific study of animal behaviour, generally with a focus on behaviour in natural settings and an 

evolutionary advantageous quality in mind. Behavioural theory also refers to the scientific and objective study of 

animal behaviour, with a focus on measured reactions to stimuli or trained behavioural responses in a laboratory 

setting, rather than on evolutionary adaptivity. 

Ethology is a field that is quickly expanding. Many elements of animal behaviour, emotions, culture, learning, and 

sexual orientation that the scientific community thought it understood have been re-examined and new findings 

have been reached since the advent of the twenty-first century. New fields have emerged, such as neuroethology. 

Animal training can benefit from an understanding of ethology, or animal behaviour. Trainers can select the 

individuals best equipped to fulfill the needed task by considering the inherent behaviours of different kinds or 
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breeds. It also allows instructors to promote the use of naturally produced behaviours while discouraging the use of 

undesirable ones. 

Comparative psychology, like ethology, analyses animal behaviour, but it is viewed as a sub-discipline of psychology 

then instead of biology. Ethology encompasses research on animal behaviour in the context of what is known about 

animal anatomy, physiology, neurobiology, and phylogenetic history, whereas comparative psychology has 

traditionally included research on animal behaviour in the context of what is known about human psychology. 

Furthermore, early comparative psychologists focused on learning and tended to investigate behaviour in artificial 

contexts, whereas early ethologists focused on natural situations and tended to define behaviour as instinctual. 

The detection of set action patterns was a significant development linked with Konrad Lorenz's name; however it 

was most likely due to his instructor, Oskar Heinroth. These were popularised by Lorenz as instinctive responses 

that occurred consistently in the presence of recognised stimuli known as "sign stimuli" or "releasing stimuli." 

Specific behavior patterns are currently thought to be instinctual behaviour sequences that are largely constant 

within a species and almost always complete themselves. 

Habituation is a simple form of learning that can be found in a wide range of animal species. It is the act of an 

animal ceasing to respond to stimuli. Often, the reaction is a natural reaction. In essence, the animal learns to 

ignore unimportant inputs. Prairie dogs (Cynomys ludovicianus), for example, make alarm sounds as predators 

approach. 

Imitation is a complex behaviour in which an animal watches and imitates the actions of another. Capuchin 

monkeys prefer the company of researchers who mimicked them to researchers who did not, according to the 

National Institutes of Health. Even when given the choice of performing the identical job with a non-imitator, the 

monkeys preferred to spend more time with their imitators and prefer to engage in a simple task with them. 

Animals can learn in a variety of ways through observational learning, but not by imitation. One of these is stimulus 

augmentation, which occurs when people get interested in an object after watching others interact with it. 

Increased attention in an object can lead to object manipulation, which allows for trial-and-error learning of new 

object-related behaviours. 

Teaching is a highly specialised element of education in which the demonstrator alters their behaviour in order to 

maximise the likelihood that the observer achieves the desired outcome of the behaviour. Orcas, for example, are 

known to beach themselves in order to catch prey. Individual reproducing is the most crucial phase in the 

proliferation of people or genes within a species; as a result, there are elaborate mating rituals that can be rather 

complicated, despite the fact that they are frequently thought of as fixed action patterns. Humans, like many other 

animals, like to form a group. 


