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INTRODUCTION

Autism or Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurological disorder that effects the normal
functioning of the brain. This affects the development of communication and social interaction skills. Leo
Kanner first described autism after observing a group of patients with similar impairments [1]. People
with ASD tend to resist any sudden changes in their daily activities. The symptoms of Autism are different
in affected people ranging from severe to mild. The patients often find it difficult to make any eye contact
or making any physical contact with relatives such as hugging. They are taciturn, unable to understand
other’s feelings and finds sudden loud noise, smell or light to

There are four main types of Autism [3]:

» Autistic Disorder or autism, childhood autism, early infantile autism, Kanner's syndrome or
infantile psychosis.

e Asperger Syndrome or Asperger’s disorder.

¢ Childhood Disintegrative Disorder (CDD), dementia infantalis, disintegrative psychosis or Heller’s
syndrome.

* Pervasive Developmental Disorder (Not Otherwise Specified) or PDD (NOS) or atypical autism.

Though what exactly causes ASD is not clear, scientists agree that genes and environment play a
major role. Abnormal level of serotonin and other neurotransmitters in the brain which is caused by
abnormal gene expression or suppression during early fetal development by defective genes is one of the
causes. The most robust neurological finding to account for autism is greater brain volume. The early
brain overgrowth is most strongly evident in the prefrontal cortex, temporal cortex and amygdala. This
leads to abnormal inhibitory control of motor and general cognitive skills. ASD patients also have
difficulty recognizing faces. This impairment is explained by connectivity between the frontal lobe and
striatum, including basal ganglia, and between the temporal cortex and amygdala. Other regions of the
brain which is implicated in social processing include fusiform gyrus, medial prefrontal cortex, and insula
[4]. However, a recent study by Isomura et al. have found that angry schematic faces were detected
more quickly than happy schematic faces by children with ASD [5].

A recent study has found that approximately 500 genetic loci are associated with ASD [6] and a
clear link to a subtype of autism and a specific genetic mutation in the CHD8 gene has been shown [7].
Scientists have also found evidence that the complement system results in the pathogenesis of ASDs.
Studies have found that complement protein C1q plays a role in microglia-mediated synaptic pruning in a
typical developing human brain. C1q activates the complement cascade and produces C3/CR3 signaling
resulting in the activation of microglia phagocytosis [8]. Mutations in tumor suppressor genes may link
cancers with ASDs; mutations in tumor suppressor genes and its inclination toward cancers and ASDs
may requiresome “triggers”, such as environmental pollutants [9]. Researchers have found two positive
associations of polymorphisms in OXTR with autism in boys, namely markers rs2270465 and rs237851.
[10]. ASD patients have higher levels of Delta (8) waves and less levels of Alpha (&) and Beta (B) waves in
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their brain activity. Study conducted to show the use of sonified Neurofeedback produced by a two
channel EEG device headband and the Brain Music System (BMS), can successfully suppress the o
waves while at the same time promote o and 3 waves resulted in relevant & wave suppression clearly
indicating that ASD patients made significant progress in managing symptoms associated with ASD [11].
Improvement in ASD patients has also been recorded by transplanting with autologous bone marrow
derived mononuclear cells [12].

Rubella virus has been found to be one of the causes of Autism in another study [13]. Food
scientists have hypothesized that autism can also be caused by abnormal omega-3 fatty acid
metabolism and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA) production. Studies have shown that autism can be
partially prevented by treating high risk individuals with healthier diets containing fish, fish oil, fruits and
green leafy vegetables [14]. Potential future probiotics (beneficial bacteria: lactic acid-producing bacteria
and bifidobacteria) and prebiotics (non-digestible oligosaccharides) have been found to enhance gut
good bacteria against abnormal colonizing bacteria, in this way alleviating autistic symptoms [15]. It has
also been found that the -omics tool can be a winning strategy to monitor impaired metabolic redox
states, networks and patterns in complex, chronic and invalidating human diseases as ASD,
schizophrenia and fibromyalgia, even coupled to specific S metabolism evaluations [16]. Recently a
relation between addiction and ASD has also been established which is important for clinicians to assess
the patients with addiction or ASD [17]. Shortened period of neuroplasticity, which normally extends to
adolescence, may result in a shortened period of development, forcing the brain to rely on
underdeveloped structures [18]. Autism patients with epilepsy have shown to have low intelligence
quotient [19]. It has also been found that nearly 70% of individuals with ASD score below-average 1Q
[20]. Many individuals with ASD have not received adequate education and treatment that they require
to meet the basic WHO sexual health guidelines [21].Three additional mechanisms may also contribute
to autism: (1) evolution of the size of cerebrum and cerebellar (2) imbalance in the excitatory/inhibitory
ratio and (3) the hormonal effects of the male genotype [22]. It has been found that DHA
supplementation in autistic patients may improve impaired social interaction via activation of the
signaling pathway and possibly through increased antioxidant capacity [23].

Environmental factors such as exposure to certain pesticides or long term exposure to toxic
chemicals, increases the risk for autism along with the autism related genes [24]. Impaired detoxification
mechanisms and increased toxicant also contributes to autism phenotypes [25]. Researchers have
found that autistic children respond better to skilled staff in therapeutic classroom in Intensive Day
treatment. It reduces the impairing behaviors of these children, allowing families and schools to manage
autistic children better [26]. A program designed to teach social skills to middle school ASD children was
successfully demonstrated by scientists. The ASD children acquired and performed well in social skills in
the settings beyond the training site. Positive reports were documented both by the parents and teachers
of these children [27]. If parents of ASD children are university educated and had a good income, it
means that children are more likely to receive interventions, and well supported and in good educational
placements in families that valued education [28]. It is also speculated that there is a possibility of
hidden population of Autistic adults [29]. Scientists have concluded that after undergoing 12-week RBP
group therapy, children with HFASD showed improvement in social skills, mood and emotion
regulation[30]. A study hypothesized that patterned, tempo-based, rhythm interventions, at 60-beats per
minute (pbm), can regulate and induce systemic pacing, reduce repetitive anxiety behaviors and enable
focus and calm in persons with ASD [31]. In another recent study, proper regulation of the
Edndocannabinoid (EC) System and its receptor has shown to down-regulate Autism symptoms [32].
Another study found that synthetic hormone ethinylestradiol (EE2) is an endocrine disrupting chemical
capable of adversely affecting sensitive hormonal pathways that regulate reproductive function and
harmfully affecting offspring, linking COC with ASD [33]. The ethical issues associated with scientific
findings on autism should be carefully checked and implemented, as they have enormous implications
for public health, for biomedical ethics, for the children, adults, and families affected by the disorders
[34].

CONCLUSION

Evaluation, diagnosis and treatment of patients with ASD is not only mere science but is also the
skill and test of perseverance of the close relatives, teachers and clinicians. Individuals who want to
serve ASD patients need to increase their work experience, as well as learn more about test
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administration, and should be an expert in interpreting the test results for accurate diagnoses and
appropriate treatment strategies [35]. Robotcists and researchers in human-robot interaction for the use
of robots with ASD children is a very powerful tool for ASD patients for developing a very wide range of
skills [36]. Educational programs to increase awareness and acceptance of ASD by neurotypical children
may also counteract bullying of Autistic children [37]. Schools or institutions also play a major role. The
statistical difference in the numbers of ASD children with verbal communication assisted in special
schools, special schools with clinic, regular schools with inclusion classes and day-care institutions,
where SLT services are provided depends on the type of institution [38]. Melodic Based Communication
Therapy has also been found to improve social skills in ASD children [39]. Though stem cell therapy
seems promising, more investigation on stem cell biology is required before stem cell therapies can
become a successful for treating ASD [40]. As mentioned before, individual patient is unique and most
often does not present with behaviors like other patients. This makes the decision for diagnosis and
treatment most difficult and challenging. Therefore, it is highly recommended that a team of professional
assesses individual patients’ skills in language, play, and sensory motor. School psychologists and
preschool teachers play an important role as well, in identification and intervention, support, information,
consultation, and recommendations to teachers, school personnel, administration, and families of
Autistic patients [41,42]. Parents also need to participate in the assessment to understanding the home
routines; how the child functions socially; and how the child interacts with peers, family members, and
teachers. Genes may play a part in ASD but nothing can beat proper care, treatment and understanding
the fact that all Autistic patients show different symptoms and will respond differently to treatment.

REFERENCES

1. .Kanner L (1943) Autistic disturbances of affective contact. Nervous child 2: 217-250.

2. Carpenter ML, Estrem TL, Crowell RL, Edrisinha CD (2014) (Central) Auditory Processing Skills in Young
Adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Commun Disord Deaf Stud 2: 1-8.
3.http://www.researchautism.net/autism/types-of-autism

4.Waldie KE, Saunders A (2014) The Neural Basis of Autism: A Review. Int J Sch Cong Psychol 1: 1-4.
5.Isomura T, Ogawa S, Yamada S, Shibasaki M, Masataka N (2014) The Effect of Inversion on the Anger
Superiority Effect in Children with and without Autism Spectrum Disorders. J Psychol Abnorm Child 3: 1-5.
6.Ali A, Bakhtiar SM, Azevedo V (2015) Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD): From Diagnosis to Management. 9:
1-3.

7.Bernier R, Golzio C, Xiong B, Stessman HA, Coe BP, et al. (2014) Disruptive CHD8 mutations define a
subtype of autism early in development. Cell 158: 263-276.

8.Fangm C, Garbuzova-Davis S, Tan J, Obregon D (2015) Clqg as a Regulator of Brain Development:
Implications for Autism Spectrum Disorders. Brain Disord Ther 4: 1-5.

9. Liu DZ (2013) Mutations in Tumor Suppressor Genes: Links between Cancers and Autism Spectrum
Disorders? J Cytol Histol 5: 1.

10. Lakatosova S et al. Association with Autism of Two Polymorphisms in Gene Encoding Oxytocin Receptors
in Slovakia. Autism. 2013;3:121.

11. Hutton J, Rowan PJ, Greisinger A, Mouzoon M (2014) Maternal Rubella Susceptibility and Autism in
Offspring: Case-Control Study of Maternal Non-Immunity and Low Immunity. J Vaccines Vaccin 5: 1-4.

12. Trevisan AA et al. A Portable Sonified Neurofeedback Therapy for Autism Spectrum Disorder Patients-An
Initial Evaluation. J Neurol Disord . 2013;1:133.

13. Sharma A et al. An Improved Case of Autism as Revealed by PET CT Scan in Patient Transplanted with
Autologous Bone Marrow Derived Mononuclear Cells. J Stem Cell Res Ther. 2013;3:39.

14.Field SS (2014) Nutritional Factors in Autism and Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. J Nutr Disorders
Ther 4: 1-2.

15. Siniscalco D (2014) Gut Bacteria—Brain Axis in Autism. Autism-Open Access 4:1.

16. Palego L, Betti L, Giannaccin G (2015) Sulfur Metabolism and Sulfur-Containing Amino Acids Derivatives —
[I: Autism Spectrum Disorders, Schizophrenia and Fibromyalgia. Biochem Pharmacol 4: 1-7.
17.Wijngaarden-Cremers PJM, Van den Brink WMD, Gaag RJVD (2014) Addiction and Autism: A Remarkable
Comorbidity? J Alcohol Drug Depend 2:1-5.

RRIMHS| Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January-February, 2015



e-ISSN: 2319-9865
p-ISSN: 2322-0104

18.Berger JM, Rohn TT, Oxford JT (2013) Autism as the Early Closure of a Neuroplastic Critical Period
Normally Seen in Adolescence. Biological Systems: Open Access 2.

19.Takano T, Sawai C, Sakaue Y, Matsui K, Nishikura N, Yoshioka S, Takeuchi Y (2014) Early and late-onset
epilepsy in autism: high rate of secondarily generalized seizures. Autism 4: 1-4.

20. Loftin RL and Hartlage AS (2015) Sex Education, Sexual Health, and Autism Spectrum Disorder. Pediat
Therapeut 5: 1-6.

21.Joseph R, Tager-Flusberg H, Lord C (2002) Cognitive profiles and socialcommunicative functioning in
children with autism spectrum disorder. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 43: 807-821.

22.Rubenstein JLR (2011) Developmental neurobiology of autism spectrum disorders. In: Autism spectrum
disorders. Amaral DG, Dawson G, Geschwind DH (eds): Oxford University Press, New York.

23. Yui K. Impaired Social Interaction in Autism Spectrum Disorders. J Socialomics. 2013;2:e120.

24. Wormwood KL, Dupree EJ, Darie CC, Woods AG (2014) Environmental ,nfluences on Biochemistry in
Autism Spectrum Disorder. Autism-Open Access 4: 1-2.

25. Ming X. Environmental Toxicants and Autism Spectrum Disorders. Autism. 2012;2:e108.

26. Sharma S (2014) Appraisal, Coping and Negative Affect: Comparative Evaluation between Typically
Developing and Children with High-Functioning Autism. J Psychol Psychother 4: 1-7.

27. Alavi N, Roberts N, DeGrace E (2014) Outcome Study of Intensive Day Treatment for Children with
Pervasive Developmental Disorders. Autism-Open Access 4: 1-4.

28. Crutchfield SA, Weber S, Simpson RL (2014) A Novel Peer-Based Social Skills Instructional Program for
Middle School Learners with Higher Functioning Autism. Autism-Open Access 4: 1-5.

29. Sprea S. Is there a hidden population of adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder? Autism. 2013;3: 119.
30.Aduen PA, Rich BA, Sanchez L, O’Brien K, Alvord MK (2014) Resilience Builder Program Therapy Addresses
Core Social Deficits and Emotion Dysregulation in Youth with High-Functioning Autism Spectrum Disorder. J
Psychol Abnorm Child 3: 1-10.

31. Siniscalco D (2014) Endocannabinoid System as Novel Therapeutic Target for Autism Treatment. Autism-
Open Access 4:1.

32. Berger DS (2012) Pilot Study Investigating the Efficacy of Tempo-Specific Rhythm Interventions in Music-
Based Treatment Addressing Hyper-Arousal, Anxiety, System Pacing, and Redirection of Fight-or-Flight Fear
Behaviors in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Journal of Biomusical Engineering 2: 1-15.
33.Strifert K (2015) The Case for Epidemiological Investigation of the Possible Link between Combined Oral
Contraceptives and Autism Spectrum Disorder. Endocrinol Metab Synd 4: 1-7.

34. Siniscalco D et al. Ethics in Autism Care. Autism. 2013; 3:e119.

35.Layton T and Hao G (2014) Early Assessment in Autism Spectrum Disorders. J Psychol Abnorm Child 3: 1-7
36 Costa S. Robots as Tools to Help Children with ASD to Identify Emotions. Autism. 2014;4:1-2.

37. Woods AG. Bullying and Autism. Autism. 2013;3:e118.

38. Netrva D and Fernandes. Availability of Speech-Language Therapy to Individuals with ASD. 2013; Autism
3:117.

39. Sandiford GA et al. Improving Pragmatics in Nonverbal Children with Autism Using Melodic Based
Communication Therapy. Autism. 2013;3:116.

40. Siniscalco D. Stem Cell Research: An Opportunity for Autism Spectrum Disorders Treatment. Autism.
2012;2:e106.

41. Wilkinson LA. School Psychologists Need More Training in Providing Services to Students with Autism
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). Autism. 2013;3:e117.

42. Lawton K and Kasari C. Teacher Implementation of Joint Attention Intervention in Preschool Classrooms:
Fidelity and Context. Autism. 2013;3:108.

RRIMHS| Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January-February, 2015



