
Research and Reviews: Journal of Engineering and Technology                     ISSN: 2319-9873 

RRJET| Volume 12 | Issue 2 |June, 2023 12 

Classification of Power Electronic Systems and Use of Devices 

Stacy Leb*   

Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering, Rajasthan Technical University, Rajasthan, India   

 

Perspective 

 

Received: 05-May-2023, Manuscript 

No. JET-23-98925; Editor assigned: 

09-May-2023, Pre QC No. JET-23-

98925 (PQ); Reviewed: 23-May-

2023, QC No. JET-23-98925; 

Revised: 30-May-2023, Manuscript 

No. JET-23-98925 (R); Published: 

06-Jun-2023, DOI: 10.4172/2319-

9873.12.2.005. 

*For Correspondence: Stacy Leb, 

Department of Electronics and 

Communication Engineering, 

Rajasthan Technical University, 

Rajasthan, India   

E-mail: stcy@lb.at 

Citation: Leb S. Classification of 

Power Electronic Systems and Use of 

Devices. RRJ Eng Technol. 

2023;12:005. 

Copyright: ©2023 Leb S. This is an 

open-access article distributed 

under the terms of the Creative 

Commons Attribution License, which 

permits unrestricted use, 

distribution, and reproduction in any 

medium, provided the original author 

and source are credited. 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

The use of electronics to control and convert electric power is known as power 

electronics. Mercury-arc valves were used to create the first high-power 

electronic gadgets. The conversion is carried out by power transistors like the 

power MOSFET and IGBT and semiconductor switching devices like diodes and 

thyristors in contemporary systems. Power electronics process a significant 

amount of electrical energy, in contrast to electronic systems that are focused 

on the transmission and processing of signals and data. The most common 

power electronics component found in a wide range of consumer electronics, 

including televisions, personal computers, battery chargers, and so on, is an 

AC/DC converter (rectifier). The power range is commonly from many watts to a 

few hundred watts. The Variable Speed Drive (VSD) that is used to control an 

induction motor is a common application in industry. The power scope of VSDs 

begins from two or three hundred watts and closures at many megawatts. 

 

Devices  

The active devices that are available determine the power electronics system's capabilities and economy. The design of 

power electronics systems relies heavily on their features and limitations. In the past, power electronics utilized a lot of 
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mercury arc valves, high-vacuum and gas-filled diode thermionic rectifiers, and triggered devices like the thyratron and 

ignitron. Vacuum devices have been almost entirely replaced by solid-state devices as their ratings for voltage and 

current handling capacity increased. An ideal switch is either open or closed, dissipating no power. Power electronic 

devices can be used as switches or amplifiers. It can withstand any voltage with no current passing through or any 

current passing through without voltage drop. Because switches made of semiconductors can approximate this ideal 

property, the majority of power electronics applications rely on turning devices on and off. This makes systems very 

efficient because the switch uses very little power. In contrast, with the amplifier, a controlled input causes the device's 

current to fluctuate continuously. The device's power dissipation is large in comparison to the power supplied to the load, 

and the voltage and current at the device's terminals follow a load line. 

The use of devices is governed by a number of characteristics. Gadgets, for example, diodes lead when a forward voltage 

is applied and have no outer control of the beginning of conduction.  Proportional amplification is also possible with 

transistor devices, but it is rarely used with systems rated at more than a few hundred watts.  

Device power management and dissipation are also important design considerations. Power electronics may be required 

to efficiently switch between conducting and non-conducting states while also dissipating tens or hundreds of watts of 

waste heat. In the exchanging mode, the power controlled is a lot bigger than the power dispersed in the switch. In the 

conducting state, the forward voltage drop results in heat that must be eliminated. High power semiconductors require 

particular intensity sinks or dynamic cooling frameworks to deal with their intersection temperature; fascinating 

semiconductors, for example, silicon carbide enjoy an upper hand over straight silicon in this regard, and germanium, 

when the pillar of strong state gadgets is currently minimal utilized because of its ominous high-temperature properties. 

There are semiconductor devices with ratings of up to a few kilovolts per device. Where extremely high voltage should be 

controlled, different gadgets should be utilized in series, with organizations to adjust voltage across all gadgets. Again, 

switching speed is very important because the device with the slowest switching speed will have to deal with a lot of the 

total voltage. The heat generated within the dies and in the resistance of the interconnecting leads limit a semiconductor 

device's current rating. The internal junctions (or channels) of semiconductor devices must be designed so that current 

is evenly distributed throughout them. Breakdown effects can rapidly destroy the device once a "hot spot" appears. With 

single-unit current ratings of up to 3000 amperes, some SCRs are available. 

A switched mode power supply in an AC adapter, audio amplifiers, fluorescent lamp ballasts, variable frequency drives 

and DC motor drives used to operate pumps, fans, and manufacturing machinery, and gig watt-scale high voltage direct 

current power transmission systems used to connect electrical grids are all examples of applications for power 

electronics. Virtually every electronic device has power electronic systems. For instance: 

• The majority of mobile devices, such as smartphones, personal digital assistants, and so on, make use of 

DC/DC converters. To keep up with the voltage at a decent worth anything that the voltage level of the battery is. 

Electronic isolation and power factor correction are two additional applications for these converters. A type of 

DC/DC converter called a power optimizer was made to get the most energy out of wind turbine or solar 

photovoltaic systems. 


