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ABOUT THE STUDY 

 

Arachis hypogaea, commonly known as the peanut plant, is a fascinating and 

versatile member of the Fabaceae family. This plant is native to South America, 

but is now cultivated around the world for its tasty and nutritious nuts. Peanut is 

an important crop for food production and medicine due to its high nutritional 

content, delicious taste, and numerous health benefits. In this article, we will 

explore the many interesting characteristics, cultural history, nutritional value, 

and health benefits of the peanut plant. 

The peanut plant is an annual herbaceous plant, reaching a height of up to 50 

cm. Its leaves are pinnate with four leaflets, and it produces yellow flowers that 

subsequently develop into a pod-like fruit that contains the peanut seeds. 

Peanuts grow underground, where they mature within the protective soil. The 

peanut plant is known for its robustness, versatility, and high yield, and can grow 

in diverse soil and climate conditions. 

The peanuts were first domesticated in Peru over 7,000 years ago. They were 

brought to Africa and Asia via Portuguese traders in the 16th century and have 

become an important crop around the world. Today, the largest producers of 

peanuts are China, India, and Nigeria, followed by the United States, Indonesia, 

and Sudan. Peanuts are a staple crop in many countries, and they are used in a 

wide variety of food products, including peanut butter, roasted peanuts, flour, 

and oil. Peanuts are known for their high nutritional value. They are a good 

source of protein, dietary fiber, and essential vitamins and minerals. Peanuts 

are also rich in healthy fats, including monounsaturated and polyunsaturated 

fatty acids that help reduce cholesterol levels. Peanuts are an excellent source 

of antioxidants, including resveratrol, quercetin and catechins. These molecules 

contribute to the health benefits of peanuts. 

The health benefits of peanuts have been well documented. Regular 

consumption of peanuts is associated with a reduced risk of cardiovascular 

disease, type 2 diabetes, and certain cancers such as colon cancer. Peanuts 
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may help lower blood pressure and cholesterol levels, and they are a good 

source of nutrients which support healthy skin and hair. Peanuts are also a good 

source of fiber, which promotes healthy digestion. 

 

Harvesting peanuts 

Peanuts are typically harvested when the leaves of the plant begin to yellow and the peanut pods have reached 

their full size. To harvest peanuts, the plant is dug up and the roots are allowed to dry. After the roots have dried, 

the peanuts are removed from the plant and allowed to dry in the sun for several days. They are then placed into 

storage, where they can be kept for up to a year. 

Nutritional value of peanuts 

Peanuts are a nutrient-dense food that provides a range of micronutrients, including protein, fiber, and healthy fats. 

They are also a good source of vitamins and minerals, including Vitamin E, magnesium, and potassium. Peanuts 

are low in carbohydrates and are suitable for people with diabetes or those following a low-carb diet. 

Uses of peanuts 

Arachis hypogaea, commonly known as peanut plants, are a versatile source of food with a multitude of 

applications in various cuisines worldwide. Whether roasted and salted as a flavourful snack or transformed into 

creamy peanut butter, peanuts offer a unique nutty flavour and texture that enhances many dishes. In Thai and 

African cuisine, peanuts are an essential component, used in a wide variety of dishes to add depth and complexity 

to the flavour profile. Peanut oil is also a popular cooking oil, due to its high smoke point, making it an ideal choice 

for frying, sautéing, and baking at high temperatures without compromising on taste or nutrition. As a result, 

peanuts and peanut oil are staples in most kitchens, with numerous culinary uses and health benefits. 

 


