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Simple machines 

The concept that a device may be decomposed into easy movable factors led Archimedes to outline the lever, pulley 

and screw as easy machines. By the time of the Renaissance this listing extended to encompass the wheel and 

axle, wedge and willing aircraft. The contemporary-day method to characterizing machines focusses at the additives 

that permit motion, referred to as joints. 
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DESCRIPTION 

A physical system known as a machine uses power to apply forces, 

regulate movement, and carry out an action. In addition to naturally 

occurring biological macromolecules like molecular machines, the phrase 

is frequently used to describe artificial devices that use engines or motors. 

Machines can be propelled by humans, animals, and natural forces like 

wind and water. They can also be propelled by chemical, thermal, or 

electrical energy. These machines typically have a system of mechanisms 

that shape the actuator input to produce a particular application of output 

forces and movement. They can also contain mechanical systems, which 

are generally referred to as computers and sensors that track performance 

and coordinate movement. The six basic machines that move a load were 

identified by Renaissance natural philosophers as simple machines. They 

also determined the mechanical advantage, or the ratio of output force to 

input force. 

Modern machines are intricate systems that incorporate interfaces for easy 

usage, structural components, mechanics, and control components. A wide 

range of vehicles, such as cars, trains, boats, and aeroplanes, as well as 

home and office equipment, such as computers and water and air handling 

systems for buildings, farm machinery, machine tools, and factory 

automation systems and robots, are examples. 
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Wedge (Hand awl): Perhaps the primary instance of a tool designed to control electricity is the hand awl, 

additionally known as biface and Olorgesailie. A hand awl is made through chipping stone, usually flint, to shape a 

bifacial edge, or wedge. A wedge is an easy device that transforms lateral pressure and motion of the device right 

into a transverse splitting pressure and motion of the work piece. The amount of effort required to operate the tool 

determines how much power is available, but since power is a combination of force and movement, the wedge 

increases force while decreasing movement. This amplification, or mechanical benefit is the ratio of the enter 

velocity to output velocity.  

Lever: Another crucial and direct tool for controlling power is the lever. This is a body with a fulcrum on which it 

pivots. Forces exerted far from the pivot are amplified near the pivot by the corresponding decrease in speed 

because the velocity of a point distant from the pivot is higher than the velocity of a point near the pivot. The 

mechanical advantage of the lever is represented by the ratio a/b if a is the distance from the pivot to the point at 

which the input force is applied and b is the distance to the point at which the output force is applied. A hinged or 

revolute joint is portrayed as the fulcrum of a lever. 

Wheel: A significant early machine is the wheel, along with the chariot. When drawing a load, a wheel uses the law 

of the lever to lessen the effort required to overcome friction. To illustrate this, consider the fact that the friction 

caused by pushing a load on the ground is roughly equivalent to the friction produced by a direct bearing that 

supports the load on the axle of a wheel. To overcome the frictional resistance in the bearing, the wheel acts as a 

lever to magnify the pulling force. 

Franz Reuleaux gathered and examined over 800 basic machines in order to produce a classification of simple 

machines that would serve as a guide for the creation of new devices. He understood that a body rotating around a 

hinge forms the lever, pulley, wheel, and axle, and that a block sliding on a flat surface forms the inclined plane, 

wedge, and screw. 
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