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DESCRIPTION 

 

In a world where technology has taken over, the importance of literacy has 

never been more crucial. Literacy is the ability to read and write, and it is a 

fundamental skill that is necessary for success in life. Without literacy, we 

are unable to communicate effectively, comprehend the world around us, or 

engage in critical thinking. In this article, we will explore the power of literacy 

and why reading and writing matter in today's world. 

First and foremost, literacy is essential for personal and professional 

development. Reading and writing are skills that are required in almost every 

aspect of life. From filling out job applications to writing emails, literacy is 

necessary for success in the workforce. Furthermore, reading helps to 

expand our knowledge and understanding of the world around us. It allows 

us to explore different perspectives and gain empathy for others. Writing, on 

the other hand, helps us to express our thoughts and ideas effectively, which 

is crucial for personal growth and development. 

In addition to personal and professional development, literacy is also 

essential for societal development. A literate society is one that is able to 

make informed decisions, engage in critical thinking, and participate in 

democratic processes. Without the ability to read and write, citizens are 

unable to comprehend important information, make informed decisions, or 

hold their leaders accountable. This lack of literacy can have serious 

consequences for society as a whole. 

Moreover, literacy is a powerful tool for social justice and equality. According 

to UNESCO, there are currently 750 million illiterate adults in the world, and 

two-thirds of them are women. This lack of literacy perpetuates gender 

inequality and prevents women from participating fully in society. 



Research & Reviews: Research Journal of Educational Studies  
 

 
RRJES| Volume 9| Issue 2| June, 2023                                                                                                                      10 

License, which permits 

unrestricted use, 

distribution, and 

reproduction in any medium, 

provided the original author 

and source are credited. 

Additionally, low literacy rates are often associated with poverty and 

discrimination. By promoting literacy, we can help to break down barriers 

and create more opportunities for marginalized communities. 

 

Despite the importance of literacy, there are still many challenges that prevent individuals from accessing this 

fundamental skill. One of the biggest challenges is a lack of access to education. In many parts of the world, 

schools are underfunded or non-existent, which prevents children from developing literacy skills. Additionally, adults 

who lack literacy skills may not have access to educational resources or may be unable to attend classes due to 

work or family obligations. 

Another challenge to literacy is a lack of resources. In many communities, there may be few or no books available 

for individuals to read. This lack of access to reading materials can limit literacy development and prevent 

individuals from experiencing the benefits of literacy. Additionally, lack of access to technology can also be a barrier 

to literacy, as many resources are now available online. 

To address these challenges, it is important for governments, organizations, and individuals to prioritize literacy 

development. This includes investing in education, providing access to resources, and promoting reading and 

writing as essential skills. Additionally, it is important to recognize the importance of multilingual literacy, as many 

individuals may speak multiple languages and require resources in their native language to develop literacy skills. 

In conclusion, literacy is a fundamental skill that is necessary for personal, professional, and societal development. 

It is a powerful tool for social justice and equality, and a lack of literacy can have serious consequences for 

individuals and society as a whole. Despite the challenges that prevent individuals from developing literacy skills, it 

is important for governments, organizations, and individuals to prioritize literacy development and promote reading 

and writing as essential skills. By doing so, we can help to create a more informed, engaged, and just society for all. 


