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 DESCRIPTION 

 

Centipedes are long, flattened arthropods that are characterized by their 

many segments, each of which bears a pair of legs. They are predatory and 

feed on other animals, possessing a pair of venomous fangs used to 

immobilize their prey. Centipedes are found in various habitats worldwide, 

from soil and litter to heated glasshouses, and their sizes can range from a 

few millimetres to over 30 centimetres depending on the species. They are 

commonly studied by scientists interested in their behaviour, venom, and 

biology. Additionally, some cultures use centipedes as a protein source in 

their diets, and they have traditional medicinal uses in some regions of the 

world. Therefore, centipedes are fascinating animals that have captured the 

attention of scientists and cultures worldwide. Centipedes are fascinating 

arthropods known for their numerous legs and venomous bite. While 

centipedes are not typically aggressive towards humans, some species have 

a venomous bite that can cause pain, swelling, and even serious health 

issues. In this article, we will explore the identification, symptoms, and 

treatment of venomous centipede bites. 
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Identification 

 There are over 3,000 species of centipedes, and while most are not venomous, there are several that can be 

dangerous to humans. In general, venomous centipedes have long, slender bodies with numerous legs and a pair 

of venomous fangs that are located near the head. Some common venomous centipedes include the giant 

centipede and the bark centipede. 

Symptoms  

If bitten by a venomous centipede, may experience a range of symptoms that can vary depending on the species 

and the severity of the bite. Some common symptoms of a centipede bite include pain, swelling, redness, and 

numbness at the bite site. Also experience fever, muscle weakness, and nausea in some cases. Severe bites can 

cause respiratory or cardiovascular distress and may potentially be fatal. 

Treatment 

 If bitten by a venomous centipede, it is important to seek medical attention as soon as possible. While most bites 

are not life-threatening, severe cases can be fatal if left untreated. Depending on the severity of the bite, treatment 

may include antivenom, pain relievers, and other supportive therapies. It is also important to keep the affected area 

elevated and to avoid applying cold packs or ice. 

Prevention  

To reduce the risk of being bitten by a venomous centipede, it is important to take precautions when in areas where 

centipedes are known to live. This can include wearing protective clothing and shoes, using insecticides, and 

regularly cleaning and decluttering home or outdoor spaces. If do encounter a centipede, it is important to avoid 

handling it or provoking it, as this can increase the risk of being bitten. Centipedes have several uses, some of 

which are in traditional medicine practices where they are used to treat various ailments. For instance, in traditional 

Chinese medicine, centipedes have been used for hundreds of years to treat many disorders, such as stroke-

induced hemiplegia and rheumatism. The venom of other centipedes is also used in Chinese folk medicine to 

combat convulsions, tetanus, heart attacks, kidney stones, and skin problems. Additionally, centipedes are used in 

some countries as a source of protein for human consumption. In Mexico, some species are eaten as a delicacy 

and are believed to have beneficial effects on health due to their high protein content. Some people also keep 

centipedes as pets or for scientific research purposes to study their behavior, venom, and biology. Therefore, the 

uses of centipedes range from medicinal to scientific and culinary purposes. 


