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                                     DESCRIPTION  
 

Any Pharmaceutical drug product made in, extracted from, or 

semisynthesized from biological sources is referred to as a 

biopharmaceutical, sometimes known as a biologic (al) medical product or 

biologic. Vaccines, entire blood, blood components, allergenics, somatic cells, 

gene treatments, tissues, recombinant therapeutic protein, and living 

medicines utilised in cell therapy are examples of non-completely 

manufactured pharmaceuticals. Biologics are live cells or tissues that are 

made up of carbohydrates, proteins, nucleic acids, or complicated 

combinations of these things. They are isolated from live sources such as 

humans, animals, plants, fungi, and microbes (or their antecedents or 

components). They are suitable for both human and animal medicine. 

 

 
 

 

Distinct terminologies refer to different subcategories of therapies within the general biopharmaceutical category, 

and terminology surrounding biopharmaceuticals differs amongst organizations and entities. Some regulatory 

agencies refer to engineered macromolecular products like protein and nucleic acid-based drugs as biological 

medicinal products or therapeutic biological products, distinguishing them from products like blood, blood 

components, or vaccines, which are usually extracted directly from a biological source. Specialty medications are 

high-cost drugs that are frequently biologics, according to a new taxonomy of pharmaceuticals. Advanced Therapy 

Medical Products (ATMPs) are medications for human use that are "based on genes, cells, or tissue engineering", 

according to the European Medicines Agency, and include gene therapy, somatic-cell treatment, tissue-engineered 

medicines, and combinations thereof. The term "advanced treatments" is used by the European Medicines Agency 

(EMA) to refer to ATMPs, but it is less specific outside of those circumstances. 

Gene-based and cellular biologics, for example, are frequently at the cutting edge of biomedicine and biomedical 

research, and may be utilized to treat a wide range of medical disorders for which no other treatments exist. 

Biologics are governed differently than conventional small molecule pharmaceuticals and medical devices in 

various jurisdictions. With multiple patents for blockbuster biologics expiring between 2012 and 2019, interest in 

biosimilar manufacture, also known as follow-on biologics, has grown. Biologics are far more complicated than tiny 

molecules, which are made up of chemically similar active substances. They also come in a variety of subspecies. 

Originators and follow-on biosimilars will exhibit variations in specific variants over time due to their heterogeneity 

and high process sensitivity, but the safety and clinical efficacy of both originator and biosimilar biopharmaceuticals 

must stay equal throughout their lifecycle. Modern analytical technologies (e.g., liquid chromatography, 

immunoassays, mass spectrometry, etc.) track process variables and define a unique design space for each 

biologic. 
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Biosimilars, as opposed to small-molecule generics, require a different regulatory framework. Legislation in the 

twenty-first century has addressed this by identifying a middle ground for biosimilar testing. The filing process 

necessitates more testing than that required for small-molecule generics, but less testing than that required for 

wholly novel medicines. The European Medicines Agency (EMA) established an adapted method for biosimilars, also 

known as similar biological medical products, in 2003. This route is based on a thorough demonstration of the 

"similar" product's "comparability" to an already-approved product. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 

2010 established an expedited approval process for biological products that are biosimilar to or interchangeable 

with an FDA-licensed reference biological product in the United States. The introduction of biosimilars holds the 

promise of lower costs for patients and the healthcare system. 

When a new biopharmaceutical is produced, the company will usually seek for a patent, which is a license to 

manufacture the product exclusively. This is the principal method by which the drug's creator can recoup the cost of 

the biopharmaceutical's development. The conditions for a patent in the United States and Europe differ slightly, 

with the European requirements being viewed as more difficult to meet. Since the 1970s, the overall number of 

patents granted for biopharmaceuticals has increased dramatically. In 1978, a total of 30 patents were issued. By 

1995, there were 15,600 patent applications, and by 2001, there were 34,527. 

In 2012, the United States generated the most IP (Intellectual Property) in the biopharmaceutical business, 

accounting for 37 percent of all granted patents worldwide; yet, the industry still has a lot of room for expansion 

and innovation. In the United States, revisions to the current IP system to assure improved reliability for R and D 

(research and development) investments are also a hot issue of discussion. Due to the highly regulated or difficult-

to-access markets for blood products and other human-derived biologics such as breast milk, clients typically suffer 

a supply scarcity for these items. The 'banks' that house these biologics are frequently unable to adequately 

distribute their goods to clients. 

 


