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DESCRIPTION 

 

Digestive enzymes play a critical role in the human body by breaking down 

complex macromolecules into simpler components that can be absorbed and 

utilized by the body. These enzymes are produced by various organs in the body, 

including the pancreas, stomach, and small intestine. In this manuscript, we will 

discuss the various types of digestive enzymes and their functions in the body. 

The enzymes that are secreted in the stomach are called as Gastric enzymes 

which play a major role in digestion of food. Pepsin, Gastric lipase, HCl, Mucin, 

Gastrin. Pancreas is a mixed gland (both exocrine and endocrine) which 

releases insulin and glucagon. Pancreatic juice helps in digestion. 
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in any medium, provided the 

original author and source are 

credited. 

 

 

Types of digestive enzymes 

There are several types of digestive enzymes, including proteases, lipases, amylases, and nucleases. Proteases 

break down proteins into amino acids, which are essential for building and repairing tissues in the body. Lipases 

break down fats into fatty acids and glycerol, which are used for energy production and other physiological 

processes. Amylases break down carbohydrates into simple sugars, which are then absorbed into the bloodstream. 

Nucleases break down nucleic acids into nucleotides, which play a crucial role in DNA synthesis and other cellular 

processes. 

Sources of digestive enzymes 

Digestive enzymes can be obtained from both dietary sources and supplements. Foods that are high in digestive 

enzymes include fresh fruits and vegetables, sprouted grains, and raw dairy products. Additionally, many digestive 

enzyme supplements are available on the market, including those derived from plant and animal sources. Digestive 

enzymes play a vital role in the body by facilitating the breakdown and absorption of nutrients. Without these 

enzymes, the body would not be able to properly digest and utilize the nutrients from food. Digestive enzymes also 

help to maintain a healthy gut micro biome by breaking down complex carbohydrates and other substances that are 

indigestible by the body. 

Deficiencies in digestive enzymes 

Deficiencies in digestive enzymes can lead to a variety of digestive problems, including bloating, gas, diarrhea, and 

constipation. Certain medical conditions, such as celiac disease and pancreatitis, can also lead to a deficiency in 

digestive enzymes. In these cases, enzyme supplements may be necessary to help the body properly digest and 

absorb nutrients. There are several disorders related to the deficiency of digestive enzymes, and they can cause a 

range of gastrointestinal symptoms. One such disorder is pancreatic insufficiency, which occurs when the pancreas 

fails to produce enough digestive enzymes. This can lead to malnutrition and weight loss, and treatment typically 

involves enzyme replacement therapy. Another disorder is lactose intolerance, which occurs when the body is 

unable to digest lactose, a sugar found in milk and other dairy products. Symptoms may include bloating, gas, and 

diarrhea, and treatment typically involves avoiding lactose-containing foods or taking lactase enzyme supplements. 

Other disorders related to digestive enzyme deficiency include celiac disease and inflammatory bowel disease. 

Treatment for these conditions may involve a combination of dietary changes, enzyme supplements, and 

medication. It is recommended that you obtain medical advice in order to receive an accurate diagnosis and course 

of therapy. Digestive enzymes play a crucial role in the human body by breaking down complex macromolecules 

into simpler components that can be absorbed and utilized by the body. Proper nutrition and supplementation can 

help to ensure that the body has an adequate supply of digestive enzymes to maintain optimal health and function. 

 


